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Items from coronavirus expert Ralph Baric‘s
emails 

Posted on December 14, 2020 by Sainath Suryanarayanan

This page lists documents in Professor Ralph Baric’s emails, which U.S. Right to Know obtained via a public
records request. Dr. Baric is a coronavirus expert at the University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill (UNC). He
has developed genetic techniques to enhance the pandemic potential of existing bat coronaviruses
collaboration with Dr. Zhengli Shi at the Wuhan Institute of Virology and with EcoHealth Alliance.

The emails show internal discussions and an early draft of a key scientists’ letter about coronavirus origins
and shed some light on relationships between U.S. and Chinese experts in biodefense and infectious
diseases, and the roles of organizations such as EcoHealth Alliance and National Academy of Sciences
(NAS).

Please email anything of interest we may have missed to sainath@usrtk.org, so that we can include them
below.

Items from Baric emails

1. Tracy McNamara, Professor of Pathology at Western University of Health Sciences in Pomona,
California wrote on March 25, 2020: : “The Federal govt has spent over $1 billion dollars in support of
the Global Health Security Agenda to help developing nations create the capacity to
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detect/report/respond to pandemic threats. An additional $200 million was spent on the PREDICT
project via USAID looking for emerging viruses in bats, rats and monkeys overseas. And now the
Global Virome Project wants $1.5 billion dollars to run around the world hunting down every virus on
the face of the earth. They will probably get funding. But none of these programs have made
taxpayers safer right here at home.” (emphasis in the original)

2. Dr. Jonathan Epstein, Vice President for Science and Outreach at EcoHealth Alliance, sought
for a request from the U.S. Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency (DARPA) about
communicating “potentially sensitive dual-use information” (March 2018).

3. EcoHealth Alliance paid Dr. Baric an undisclosed sum as honorarium (January 2018).

4. Invitation to U.S. National Academy of Sciences, Engineering and Medicine (NASEM) and the Chinese
Academy of Agricultural Sciences (CAAS) U.S. China Dialogue and Workshop on the Challenges of
Emerging Infections, Laboratory Safety, Global Health Security and Responsible Conduct in the Use of Gene
Editing in Viral Infectious Disease Research, Harbin, China, Jan 8-10, 2019 (November 2018-January 2019).
Preparatory emails and a travel memorandum indicate the identities of the American participants.

5. NAS invitation to a meeting of U.S. and Chinese experts working to counter infectious disease and
improve global health (November 2017). The meeting was convened by the NAS and the Galveston
National Laboratory. It took place on January 16-18, 2018, in Galveston, Texas. A travel
memorandum indicates the identities of the American participants. Subsequent emails show that
the WIV’s Dr. Zhengli Shi is present at the meeting.

6. On February 27, 2020, Baric wrote, “at this moment the most likely origins are bats, and I note that it
is a mistake to assume that an intermediate host is needed.”

7. On March 5, 2020, Baric wrote, “there is absolutely no evidence that this virus is bioengineered.”

For more information

A link to Professor Ralph Baric’s emails can be found here: Baric emails (~83,416 pages)

U.S. Right to Know is posting documents from our Biohazards investigation. See: FOI documents on
origins of SARS-CoV-2, hazards of gain-of-function research and biosafety labs.
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